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Public has the right to know the truth.
Zoo manager states elephant Watoto has herpes.

Any calf born as a result of Chai’s artificial insemination is at grave risk

On May 5, 2008,  Alyne Fortgang, Co-founder of Friends of Woodland Park Zoo  Elephants (FOWPZE)  was told by a zoo employee in management, who name is being withheld for legal purposes, that Watoto, the African elephant housed at WPZ, has herpes and is being treated with huge doses of Famciclovir. Famciclovir is used to treat herpesvirus. 
Woodland Park Zoo issued a Press Release on May 4, 2008 stating that Watoto is being confined in the elephant barn and is being treated for colic.  FOWPZE awaits the results of a FOIA request dated May 1.  It is requested that all veterinarian records relating to colic and herpes during the period of April 20th – May 1, 2008 be released.  Another FOIA request will request veterinarian records through May 6th, 2008.   

Hansa died from herpes on June 8, 2007.  Woodland Park Zoo has stated that very little is known about the herpes disease.  Dr. Laura Richman, who discovered the herpes strain that killed Hansa is of the world's leading expert on herpes viruses. "Hansa would have gotten it from another elephant," Richman said. “Hansa had not left Woodland Park Zoo since she was born, which suggests the virus was passed from one of the zoo's other elephants, either her mother, Chai, or Watoto or Bamboo.” http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/342326_elephant05.html
Dr. Laura Richman also said: "other herpes viruses are transmitted through close contact from animal to animal. Some may be transmitted from mother to offspring through the birthing process."

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/322086_elephant03.html 

Of the Asian elephants in captivity that have contracted herpes, 85% of them are now dead.  Despite these statistics and Hansa’s gruesome death, WPZ artificially inseminated Chai, mother of deceased Hansa, in January 2008. 
"The Woodland Park Zoo is now a herpes-stricken facility and any calf born there runs an extremely high risk of dying from herpes." says Alyne Fortgang, one of the FOWPZE founders.  Nancy Pennington, another founder of FOWPZE adds: “We were shocked to learn that the zoo hasn’t suspended its breeding program as though nothing has happened.  It hasn’t even been a year since Hansa’s death and it appears they’re treating another elephant for herpes “ 
The public was deeply saddened by Hansa’s death from herpes.  FOWPZE is calling for Woodland Park Zoo to be forthright and fully disclose the diagnosis and treatment of Watoto, and put a moratorium on breeding.
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