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Recently discovered documents implicate Zoo in elephant Hansa’s death

Animal advocates ask for federal investigation
February 12, 2008, Seattle, WA – Friends of Woodland Park Zoo Elephants (Friends) and the Northwest Animal Rights Network (NARN) have asked the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to investigate the June 8, 2007 death of 6 year old Asian elephant, Hansa, at the Woodland Park Zoo (WPZ) in Seattle, Washington. Hansa died from an elephant herpes virus.  The groups are asking the USDA to investigate whether WPZ violated the Animal Welfare Act by repeatedly exposing Hansa to known sources of herpes infection throughout her short life. Young Asian elephants under 10 are most susceptible to the viruses. 

The animal advocates obtained WPZ documents through a Public Disclosure Act request.  “Memos show WPZ knew it was sending Hansa’s mother, Chai, to a herpes-infected zoo (Dickerson Park) to be bred, and knew she could bring the virus back to Seattle with her and infect her baby”, said Friends coordinator, Nancy Farnam.  “The zoo disregarded its legal duty to protect Hansa from illness by ignoring the herpes risks and repeatedly exposed Hansa to potential herpes  throughout her life,” added Farnam.  

In their letter, the animal advocates also asked the USDA to investigate the following facts based on the records obtained:

· WPZ chose to breed Asian elephants in a facility housing Asian and African elephants together even though their own industry’s guidelines cautioned against doing so because a herpesvirus endemic to African elephants can kill Asian elephants.

· WPZ decided to breed Chai, Hansa’s mother, even though the zoo was aware that its elephants displayed herpes lesions as early as the mid-1980’s. 
· WPZ imported multiple semen samples, some from known herpes-infected zoos, to artificially inseminate Chai after Hansa’s birth.  Elephant experts have stated that herpes can be transmitted through semen.

· WPZ transferred its Asian elephant, Bamboo, to Tacoma’s Pt. Defiance Zoo in 2005, then brought her back to Seattle in 2006 after she was exposed to two probable herpes-carrier elephants there, one of whom repeatedly tested positive on the herpes ELISA test.  
The animal advocates also take issue with the fact that the zoo gave no anti-viral medications or round-the-clock monitoring to Hansa even though she was not responding to treatment, her condition was worsening and she exhibited classic herpes symptoms. In addition, they oppose the zoo’s continued attempts to artificially inseminate Hansa’s mother, Chai.  “WPZ is a herpes-infected zoo.  Any baby elephant born there is likely to suffer the same gruesome death Hansa experienced”, said Nancy Pennington, another Friends coordinator.  “How many more innocent young elephants have to die?” added Pennington.  

For more information:      www.freewpzelephants.com       www.myspace.com/fowpze
