August 24, 2005


Mr. Bruce Bohmke

Deputy Director

Woodland Park Zoo

601 N. 59th Street 

Seattle, WA 98103
Dear Mr. Bohmke:
We want to thank you for inviting us to talk with you last Friday.  In our meeting, you asked some questions that we did not have the answers to at the time.  We have spent the last several days gathering that information so that we may better address your concerns.

You asked if the elephants at The Elephant Sanctuary still display the repetitive bobbing and swaying associated with distressed elephants in captivity, which Bamboo is now showing.  While we did find that their newest arrival still displays that behavior at times, all the other elephants have stopped doing so.  They stopped on their own, rather than having to be trained to break what you referred to as a “bad habit” in our meeting.
You also asked if the elephants at The Elephant Sanctuary take the opportunity to explore the vast acreage available to them or if they just stay close to the barn.  In fact, the elephants can often be observed walking throughout the sanctuary.  If you have not done so, we encourage you to see this for yourself by watching the “Elecam” at www.elephants.com.

You and your colleagues also stated at the meeting that you never used the words “unpredictable” or “aggressive” to describe Bamboo’s behavior and that you were misquoted by the press.  However, Woodland Park Zoo’s own press release of January 14, 2005 refers to Bamboo in those specific terms. 
http://www.zoo.org/pressroom/pr/2005/pr1_14_2005.htm
Since this matter became public, we have received numerous accounts that Bamboo has, in fact, shown dangerous aggression toward the other elephants and toward handlers.

This type of behavior is also consistent with what we have learned about Bamboo’s history of being handled extremely roughly and the placing of Bamboo in solitary confinement for an extended period of time following the birth of Hansa.  We have information that these incidents span a number of years throughout the lives of Bamboo and the other elephants.  We will be confirming these accounts through other witnesses as well as following up on reports that videotapes exist which confirm a disturbing pattern of improper elephant handling at Woodland Park Zoo.
These discoveries are quite disturbing to us and solidify our resolve that Bamboo must be transferred to The Elephant Sanctuary, where she will never again be subjected to such treatment.  We ask that you make the best decision for Bamboo and grant her the opportunity to begin healing, physically and emotionally, at The Elephant Sanctuary.
Sincerely,

Diana Kantor, President 

Northwest Animal Rights Network

902-A NE 65th St., Seattle, WA 98115 

(XXX)XXX-XXXX
Nancy Farnam, Member

Coalition to Free Bamboo

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
(XXX)XXX-XXXX
