October 10, 2005

Dr. Robyn Barbiers, DVM

Animal Health Committee
American Zoo and Aquarium Association

8403 Colesville Rd.
Suite 710
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Dr. Barbiers:
Our organization and community in Seattle, Washington, as well as supporters nationwide, are concerned about an Asian elephant, Bamboo, owned by AZA-accredited Woodland Park Zoo (WPZ).  Bamboo was recently transferred to Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium (PDZA) in Tacoma, Washington, an accredited and respected zoo specializing in troubled elephants.

While we applaud PDZA for the work they do with positive reinforcement training in a protected contact elephant habitat, and WPZ for moving Bamboo to another facility when she was not thriving, her needs deserve special consideration.

In the past, the AZA has sanctioned the removal of elephants from the zoo system to TAOS-accredited sanctuaries.  We ask that you consider such a move for Bamboo.

After 37 years at WPZ, Bamboo’s behavior has deteriorated from docile and agreeable to unpredictable and sometimes aggressive.  Of equal concern is her neurotic behavior.  She exhibits stereotypic pacing and head shaking almost constantly.  Video records confirm she has exhibited this behavior for several years.  Certainly, not all zoo-dwelling elephants behave in this extreme fashion, nor do elephants in the wild.  Most of the elephants at The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee arrived displaying such neurotic symptoms, but rarely display them after a period of adjustment.
We ask that you consider Bamboo’s special circumstances and release her to a home that will allow her to flourish in a habitat most like she would have in the wild.  She would have the care of experienced elephant handlers and veterinary staff, just as she has now at PDZA.  At The Elephant Sanctuary, she would also have a chance to explore vast acreage, forage for fresh foliage, and bond with a large group of Asian elephants.

We maintain that such a move is optimal for Bamboo’s physical and mental health, as well as for preserving the integrity of our two local zoos.

We appreciate you taking the time to consider this request and look forward to discussing our mutual concern for Bamboo’s welfare.

Sincerely,

Diana Kantor
President

Northwest Animal Rights Network

902-A NE 65th St.
Seattle, WA 98115

(XXX)XXX-XXXX
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Kelly McGrath, Public Relations Committee, American Zoo and Aquarium Association

Bruce Bohmke, Deputy Director, Woodland Park Zoo

Carolyn Cox, Public Relations Coordinator, Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium

Dale R. Sperling, Chair, Woodland Park Zoological Society Board of Directors

