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Lawsuit filed on behalf of zoo-captive elephant Bamboo

June 5, 2006, Seattle, WA – The Northwest Animal Rights Network (NARN) and two individual citizens have filed a multi-claim lawsuit in King County Superior Court, to get Bamboo, a 39 year old Asian elephant owned by Woodland Park Zoo (WPZ) and managed by the Woodland Park Zoological Society (WPZS), transferred to The Elephant Sanctuary, a 2700 acre natural reserve in Tennessee.  The plaintiffs allege that WPZ, WPZS, and the City of Seattle, which oversees legal policy concerning the zoo, have violated municipal, state and federal laws by harming and degrading Bamboo who is a treasured environmental asset and listed under International and Federal law as a member of a critically endangered species.  This harm and degradation is in derogation of Washington’s stringent public trust and environmental protection policies and laws, as well as the Federal Endangered Species Act.

“Four world-renowned experts have provided us with affidavits and statements that the zoo and city have failed to provide for Bamboo’s essential bio-physical and psycho-social requirements, (particularly as regards the elephants’ needs for massive roaming and foraging space and bonding), that she is suffering to an extreme degree as a result, and that continuing, institutionalized failure will likely lead to Bamboo’s premature death,” says Valerie Bittner, a prominent animal law specialist who represents the plaintiffs.  She added, “Just as Washingtonians would not allow their beloved Orcas, an analogous transnational species, to languish and suffer in less than half an acre of water space, they will not stand for the on-going suffering and waste of their resident elephants”.

“We were hoping to avoid this,” says Diana Kantor, NARN president. “We worked hard for a resolution, but got nowhere with the zoo or city.  Finally, we had to take the next step,” added Kantor.

Bamboo was transferred last August to Point Defiance Zoo in Tacoma after developing “unpredictable” and “aggressive” behavior.  The plaintiffs and their experts claim her dramatic change in temperament was caused by years in confined captivity, mismanagement, deficient care standards, and harsh treatment.  After over 7 months at Point Defiance, both zoos admitted their attempts to integrate Bamboo with the other two elephants there had failed.  WPZ announced it would bring Bamboo back to Seattle but would also look for another zoo to send her to.  

“Bamboo shouldn’t return to the zoo where all her problems began,” says Nancy Farnam, one of the plaintiffs and founder of the Free Bamboo campaign.  “She doesn’t need more of the same.  I believe that WPZ through its own failure has forfeited the right to manage her any longer --- especially since she is running out of time.  At The Elephant Sanctuary, she’ll have a permanent home where she can be restored and live like a normal elephant,” Farnam added.

Sally Gannett, who won an elephant-naming contest when she was little, is the other plaintiff in the lawsuit.  “In many cultures, when you name someone, you become responsible for them,” says Gannett.  “I feel responsible for Bamboo and want to help her get to the better life that she deserves,” she added.

For more information about Bamboo, go to www.freebamboo.org 

For more information about The Elephant Sanctuary, go to www.elephants.com
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