August 18, 2005



Mr. Bruce Bohmke

Deputy Director

Woodland Park Zoo

601 N. 59th Street 
Seattle, WA 98103


Dear Mr. Bohmke: 

We, the undersigned, are a coalition of organizations concerned about a particular animal in our community. Her name is Bamboo, and she is an Asian elephant in your care. It has come to our attention that the Woodland Park Zoo (WPZ) is planning Bamboo's imminent transfer to Point Defiance Zoo (PDZA) in Tacoma, WA. We urge the Zoo, instead, to transfer her to The Elephant Sanctuary: a TAOS-accredited sanctuary, in Hohenwald, TN.  This sanctuary’s offer to transport and care for Bamboo at its own expense allows WPZ to accept this opportunity without any financial burden.
 
Bamboo was taken from her natural herd in Thailand at just one year of age. She has spent the last 38 years making a great deal of money for WPZ, and is now to be transferred to Point Defiance Zoo. We believe Woodland Park Zoo can best serve Bamboo’s special needs by releasing her to a sanctuary where she can live out the rest of her natural life in peace and contentment. Following are our reasons for concern:

Neither WPZ nor PDZA is prepared to offer Bamboo space comparable to that which she experienced in the wild. PDZA has barely an acre for three elephants, which is woefully inadequate for a migratory animal who would walk over 30 miles a day in the wild. Such exercise is essential for Bamboo to maintain optimum physical and psychological health. The cramped living space found at WPZ and other zoos contributes to the development of neurotic behavior patterns found in many elephants, including Bamboo.  
 
 Additionally, our regional, northern climate is unhealthy for Bamboo. The winters are cold and wet, forcing her to spend extensive amounts of time indoors, increasing her chance of developing painful foot and leg conditions. In fact, just three years ago, PDZA was forced to euthanize an elephant, Cindy, for this very reason. 

The Elephant Sanctuary can offer Bamboo a natural habitat, spread over thousands of acres. Because they will not have to struggle to control elephants in such unnatural confinement, The Elephant Sanctuary will use no chains, bullhooks or other forms of corporal control or punishment on Bamboo. Rather, it will allow her to roam as she wishes, with care and food brought to her as needed.
 
The public is becoming savvy to the negative effects of captivity on elephants. People are increasingly aware that elephants such as Bamboo suffer severe emotional, psychological and, at times, physical effects from the lifestyle forced upon them in small habitat zoos and circuses. Thankfully, there are alternatives, and The Elephant Sanctuary offers the best chance in this country for Bamboo’s happy and healthy survival. 
 
We speak for the Seattle community, and the much larger, worldwide community of concerned citizens, as we publicly ask the Woodland Park Zoo to allow Bamboo to live out her remaining years in peace at The Elephant Sanctuary.

We thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Association of Veterinarians for Animal Rights

P.O. Box 208, Davis, CA 95617
Northwest Animal Rights Network
902-A NE 65th St., Seattle, WA 98115
Pasado’s Safe Haven

P.O. Box 171, Sultan, WA 98294
Pig’s Peace Sanctuary

P.O. Box 295, Stanwood, WA 98292

The Austin Zoo

P.O. BOX 91808, Austin, TX 78709
Enclosure: Letter from The Elephant Sanctuary
Cc:
Woodland Park Zoo: Deborah Jensen, Betsy Alaniz, Linda L. Allen, Maria Barrientos, 



Dale R. Sperling, Jan Hendrickson, Michael J. Doherty, Pamela A. Grinter, 



Margaret E. Wetherald, Sally Write


Point Defiance Zoo: Carolyn Cox


Point Defiance Zoological Society: Erik W. Hynes


Seattle City Council: David Della, Peter Steinbrueck, Jean Godden


Mayor Greg Nickels


The Seattle Times: James F. Vesely


Seattle Weekly: Chuck Taylor, Phillip Dawdy


Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Mark Trahant

